











NCLR urges that any new thresholds be scientifically and medically justified and correlated
directly to the impact of penalties on both the defendant and the larger society. The current
massive disparities in the criminal justice system and the resulting excessive rates of
incarceration of racial and ethnic minorities offend the nation’s commitment to the principle of
equality under the law. For Latinos and other minorities, these policies constitute a major barrier
to economic opportunity and civic participation; for the nation as a whole, they inhibit economic
growth and social cohesion. Finally, they severely undermine the credibility of and confidence
in the nation’s entire system of criminal justice.

We urge the Commission to seize this unique opportunity simultaneously to narrow drug
sentencing disparities and reduce incarceration of low-level, nonviolent offenders.






